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AETICLE I. The Government of Corea shall act under the guidance 
of the Kesident General, in respect to reforms in administration. 

AETICLE II. The Government of Corea engage not to enact any 
laws, ordinances, regulations, nor to take any important measures of 
administration without the previous assent of the Eesident General. 

AETICLE III. Judicial affairs in Corea shall be set apart from the 
affairs of ordinary administration. 

AETICLE IV. The appointment and dismissal of all the high officials 
in Corea shall be made with the concurrence of the Eesident General. 

AETICLE V. The Government of Corea shall appoint as Corean offi- 
cials Japanese subjects recommended by the Eesident General. 

AETICLE VI. The Government of Corea shall not engage the ser- 
vices of any foreigner without the concurrence of the Eesident General. 

AETICLE VII. Article I of the Protocol, signed between Japan and 
Corea on August 22nd, 1904, shall hereafter cease to be binding. 

In witness whereof, the undersigned duly authorized by their respective 
Governments, have signed this Agreement and have affixed thereto their 
seals. 

(Signed) Marquis Ito, 

Japanese Eesident General. 
(Signed) Ye Wan Yong, 

Prime Minister of Corea. 
The 24th day of the 7th month of the 40th year of Meiji. (July 24, 
1907.) 



CONVENTION SIGNED ON AUGUST 31, 1907, BETWEEN GREAT BRITAIN AND 
RUSSIA, CONTAINING ARRANGEMENTS ON THE SUBJECT OF PERSIA, 
AFGHANISTAN, AND THIBET. 

No. 1. 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. Nicolson. 

Sir, Foreign Office, August 29, 1907. 

I have to-day authorized your Excellency by telegraph to sign a Con- 
vention with the Eussian Government containing Arrangements on the 
subject of Persia, Afghanistan, and Thibet. 

The Arrangement, respecting Persia is limited to the regions of that 
country touching the respective frontiers of Great Britain and Eussia 
in Asia, and the Persian Gulf is not part of those regions, and is only 
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partly in Persian territory. It has not therefore been considered appro- 
priate to introduce into the Convention a positive declaration respecting 
special interests possessed by Great Britain in the Gulf, the result of 
British action in those waters for more than a hundred years. 

His Majesty's Government have reason to believe that this question 
will not give rise to difficulties between the two Governments should 
developments arise which make further discussion affecting British inter- 
ests in the Gulf necessary. For the Russian Government have in the 
course of the negotiations leading up to the conclusion of this Arrange- 
ment explicitly stated that they do not deny the special interests of Great 
Britain in the Persian Gulf — a statement of which His Majesty's 
Government have formally taken note. 

In order to make it quite clear that the present Arrangement is not 
intended to affect the position in the Gulf, and does not imply any change 
of policy respecting it on the part of Great Britain, His Majesty's Gov- 
ernment think it desirable to draw attention to previous declarations of 
British policy, and to reaffirm generally previous statements as to British 
interests in the Persian Gulf and the importance of maintaining them. 

His Majesty's Government will continue to direct all their efforts to 
the preservation of the status quo in the Gulf and the maintenance of 
British trade; in doing so, they have no desire to exclude the legitimate 
trade of any other Power. 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) E. Gbey. 



No. 2. 
Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey. 

Sir, St. Peteksbukgh, August 81, 1907. 

I have the honour to transmit herewith the Convention which was 
signed to-day by M. Iswolsky and myself for the settlement of certain 
questions affecting the interests of Great Britain and Russia in Asia. 

I also beg leave to forward a note which I received from M. Iswolsky 
in response to a communication from me, of which a copy is herewith 
inclosed, on the subject of the entry of scientific missions into Thibet. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) A. Nicolson. 
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Convention. 

His Majesty the King of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Ireland and of the British Dominions beyond the Seas, Emperor of India, 
and His Majesty the Emperor of All the Russias, animated by the sin- 
cere desire to settle by mutual agreement different questions concerning 
the interests of their States on the Continent of Asia, have determined to 
conclude Agreements destined to prevent all cause of misunderstanding 
between Great Britain and Russia in regard to the questions referred to, 
and have nominated for this purpose their respective Plenipotentiaries, 
to wit: 

His Majesty the King of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Ireland and of the British Dominions beyond the Seas, Emperor of 
India, the Right Honourable Sir Arthur Nicolson, His Majesty's Am- 
bassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary to His Majesty the Emperor 
of All the Eussias; 

His Majesty the Emperor of All the Russias, the Master of his Court 
Alexander Iswolsky, Minister for Foreign Affairs; 

Who, having communicated to each other their full powers, found in 
good and due form, have agreed on the following : — 

ARRANGEMENT CONCERNING PERSIA. 

The Governments of Great Britain and Russia having mutually 
engaged to respect the integrity and independence of Persia, and sincerely 
desiring the preservation of order throughout that country and its peace- 
ful development, as well as the permanent establishment of equal advant- 
ages for the trade and industry of all other nations ; 

Considering that each of them has, for geographical and economic 
reasons, a special interest in the maintenance of peace and order in certain 
provinces of Persia adjoining, or in the neighbourhood of, the Russian 
frontier on the one hand, and the frontiers of Afghanistan and Balu- 
chistan on the other hand; and being desirous of avoiding all cause of 
conflict between their respective interests in the above-mentioned 
Provinces of Persia ; 

Have agreed on the following terms : — 



Great Britain engages not to seek for herself, and not to support in 
favour of British subjects, or in favour of the subjects of third Powers, 
any Concessions of a political or commercial nature — such as Conces- 
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sions for railways, banks, telegraphs, roads, transport, insurance, &c. — 
beyond a line starting from Kasr-i-Shirin, passing through Isfahan, 
Yezd, Kakhk, and ending at a point on the Persian frontier at the inter- 
section of the Russian and Afghan frontiers, and not to oppose, directly 
or indirectly, demands for similar Concessions in this region which are 
supported by the Russian Government. It is understood that the above- 
mentioned places are included in the region in which Great Britain 
engages not to seek the Concessions referred to. 

ii. 

Russia, on her part, engages not to seek for herself and not to support, 
in favour of Russian subjects, or in favour of the subjects of third 
Powers, any Concessions of a political or commercial nature — such as 
Concessions for railways, banks, telegraphs, roads, transport, insurance, 
&c. — beyond a line going from the Afghan frontier by way of Gazik, 
Birjand, Kerman, and ending at Bunder Abbas, and not to oppose, 
directly or indirectly, demands for similar Concessions in this region 
which are supported by the British Government. It is understood that 
the above-mentioned places are included in the region in which Russia 
engages not to seek the Concessions referred to. 

in. 

Russia, on her part, engages not to oppose, without previous arrange- 
ment with Great Britain, the grant of any Concessions whatever to 
British subjects in the regions of Persia situated between the lines 
mentioned in Articles I and II. 

Great Britain undertakes a similar engagement as regards the grant 
of Concessions to Russian subjects in the same regions of Persia. 

All Concessions existing at present in the regions indicated in Articles 
I and II are maintained. 

IV. 

It is understood that the revenues of all the Persian customs, with 
the exception of those of Farsistan and of the Persian Gulf, revenues 
guaranteeing the amortization and the interest of the loans concluded 
by the Government of the Shah with the " Banque d'Escompte et des 
Prets de Perse " up to the date of the signature of the present Arrange- 
ment, shall be devoted to the same purpose as in the past. 

It is equally understood that the revenues of the Persian customs of 
Farsistan and of the Persian Gulf, as well as those of the fisheries on the 
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Persian shore of the Caspian Sea and those of the Posts and Telegraphs, 
shall be devoted, as in the past, to the service of the loans concluded by 
the Government of the Shah with the Imperial Bank of Persia up to the 
date of the signature of the present Arrangement. 

v. 
In the event of irregularities occurring in the amortization or the pay- 
ment of the interest of the Persian loans concluded with the " Banque 
d'Escompte et des Prets de Perse " and with the Imperial Bank of Persia 
up to the date of the signature of the present Arrangement, and in the 
event of the necessity arising for Eussia to establish control over the 
sources of revenue guaranteeing the regular service of the loans concluded 
with the first-named bank, and situated in the region mentioned in 
Article II of the present Arrangement, or for Great Britain to establish 
control over the sources of revenue guaranteeing the regular service of 
the loans concluded with the second-named bank, and situated in the 
region mentioned in Article I of the present Arrangement, the British 
and Russian Governments undertake to enter beforehand into a friendly 
exchange of ideas with a view to determine, in agreement with each 
other, the measures of control in question and to avoid all interference 
which would not be in conformity with the principles governing the 
present Arrangement. 

CONVENTION CONCERNING AFGHANISTAN. 

The High Contracting Parties, in order to ensure perfect security on 
their respective frontiers in Central Asia and to maintain in these regions 
a solid and lasting peace, have concluded the following Convention : — 

ARTICLE I. 

His Britannic Majesty's Government declare that they have no inten- 
tion of changing the political status of Afghanistan. 

His Britannic Majesty's Government further engage to exercise their 
influence in Afghanistan only in a pacific sense, and they will not them- 
selves take, nor encourage Afghanistan to take, any measures threatening 
Eussia. 

The Eussian Government, on their part, declare that they recognize 
Afghanistan as outside the sphere of Eussian influence, and they engage 
that all their political relations with Afghanistan shall be conducted 
through the intermediary of His Britannic Majesty's Government; they 
further engage not to send any Agents into Afghanistan. 
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ARTICLE II. 

The Government of His Britannic Majesty having declared in the 
Treaty signed at Kabul on the 21st March, 1905, that they recognize the 
Agreement and the engagements concluded with the late Ameer Abdur 
Rahman, and that they have no intention of interfering in the internal 
government of Afghan territory, Great Britain engages neither to annex 
nor to occupy in contravention of that Treaty any portion of Afghanistan 
or to interfere in the internal administration of the country, provided 
that the Ameer fulfils the engagements already contracted by him towards 
His Britannic Majesty's Government under the above-mentioned Treaty. 

ARTICLE III. 

The Eussian and Afghan authorities, specially designated for the pur- 
pose on the frontier or in the frontier provinces, may establish direct 
relations with each other for the settlement of local questions of a non- 
political character. 

ARTICLE IV. 

His Britannic Majesty's Government and the Eussian Government 
affirm their adherence to the principle of equality of commercial oppor- 
tunity in Afghanistan, and they agree that any facilities which may have 
been, or shall be hereafter obtained for British and British-Indian trade 
and traders, shall be equally enjoyed by Eussian trade and traders. 
Should the progress of trade establish the necessity for Commercial 
Agents, the two Governments will agree as to what measures shall be 
taken, due regard, of course, being had to the Ameer's sovereign rights. 

ARTICLE v. 

The present Arrangements will only come into force when His Britan- 
nic Majesty's Government shall have notified to the Eussian Government 
the consent of the Ameer to the terms stipulated above. 

ARRANGEMENT CONCERNING THIBET. 

The Governments of Great Britain and Russia recognizing the suzerain 
rights of China in Thibet, and considering the fact that Great Britain, 
by reason of her geographical position, has a special interest in the main- 
tenance of the status qtw in the external relations of Thibet, have made 
the following Arrangement : — 
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ARTICLE I. 

The two High Contracting Parties engage to respect the territorial 
integrity of Thibet and to abstain from all interference in its internal 

administration. 

ARTICLE II. 

In conformity with the admitted principle of the suzerainty of China 
over Thibet, Great Britain and Russia engage not to enter into negotia- 
tions with Thibet except through the intermediary of the Chinese Gov- 
ernment. This engagement does not exclude the direct relations between 
British Commercial Agents and the Thibetan authorities provided for 
in Article V of the Convention between Great Britain and Thibet of the 
7th September, 1904, and confirmed by the Convention between Great 
Britain and China of the 27th April, 1906 ; nor does it modify the engage- 
ments entered into by Great Britain and China in Article I of the said 
Convention of 1906. 

It is clearly understood that Buddhists, subjects of Great Britain or 
of Russia, may enter into direct relations on strictly religious matters 
with the Dalai Lama and the other representatives of Buddhism in 
Thibet; the Governments of Great Britain and Russia engage, as far as 
they are concerned, not to allow those relations to infringe the stipula- 
tions of the present Arrangement. 

ARTICLE III. 

The British and Russian Governments respectively engage not to send 

Representatives to Lhassa. 

ARTICLE IV. 

The two High Contracting Parties engage neither to seek nor to 
obtain, whether for themselves or their subjects, any Concessions for 
railways, roads, telegraphs, and mines, or other rights in Thibet. 

ARTICLE v. 

The two Governments agree that no part of the revenues of Thibet, 
whether in kind or in cash, shall be pledged or assigned to Great Britain 
or Russia or to any of their subjects. 
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ANNEX TO THE ARRANGEMENT BETWEEN GREAT BRITAIN AND RUSSIA 
CONCERNING THIBET. 

Great Britain reaffirms the Declaration, signed by his Excellency the 
Viceroy and Governor-General of India and appended to the ratification 
of the Convention of the 7th September, 1904, to the effect that the occu- 
pation of the Chumbi Valley by British forces shall cease after the pay- 
ment of three annual instalments of the indemnity of 25,000,000 rupees, 
provided that the trade marts mentioned in Article II of that Convention 
have been effectively opened for three years, and that in the meantime 
the Thibetan authorities have faithfully complied in all respects with 
the terms of the said Convention of 1904. It is clearly understood that 
if the occupation of the Chumbi Valley by the British forces has, for any 
reason, not been terminated at the time anticipated in the above Declara- 
tion, the British and Eussian Governments will enter upon a friendly 
exchange of views on this subject. 

The present Convention shall be ratified, and the ratifications ex- 
changed at St. Petersburgh as soon as possible. 

In witness whereof the respective Plenipotentaries have signed the 
present Convention and affixed thereto their seals. 

Done in duplicate at St. Petersburgh, the 18th (31st) August, 1907. 

(L. S.) A. Nicolson. 

(L. S.) Iswolskt. 



Inclosure 2 in No. 2. 
Sir A. Nicolson to M. Iswolsky. 

M. le Ministre, St. Petersburgh, August 18 (SI), 1907. 

With reference to the Arrangement regarding Thibet, signed today, I 
have the honour to make the following Declaration to your Excellency : — ■ 

" His Britannic Majesty's Government think it desirable, so far as 
they are concerned, not to allow, unless by a previous agreement with 
the Russian Government, for a period of three years from the date of the 
present communication, the entry into Thibet of any scientific mission 
whatever, on condition that a like assurance is given on the part of the 
Imperial Eussian Government. 

" His Britannic Majesty's Government propose, moreover, to approach 
the Chinese Government with a view to induce them to accept a similar 
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obligation for a corresponding period; the Russian Government will, as 
a matter of course, take similar action. 

"At the expiration of the term of three years above mentioned His 
Britannic Majesty's Government will, if necessary, consult with the Kus- 
sian Government as to the desirability of any ulterior measures with 
regard to scientific expeditions to Thibet." 

I avail, &c. 
(Signed) A. Nicolson. 



Inclosure 3 in No. 2. 
M. Iswolshy to Sir A. Nicolson. 

M. l'Ambassadeur, St. Petersburgh, August 18 (SI), 1907. 

In reply to your Excellency's note of even date, I have the honour to 
declare that the Imperial Kussian Government think it desirable, so 
far as they are concerned, not to allow, unless by a previous agreement 
with the British Government, for a period of three years from the date 
of the present communication, the entry into Thibet of any scientific 
mission whatever. 

Like the British Government, the Imperial Government propose to 
approach the Chinese Government with a view to induce them to accept 
a similar obligation for a corresponding period. 

It is understood that at the expiration of the term of three years the 
two Governments will, if necessary, consult with each other as to the 
desirability of any ulterior measures with regard to scientific expeditions 
to Thibet. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) Iswolskt. 



PROTOCOL PROVIDING FOR A GENERAL CONFERENCE BETWEEN THE RE- 
PUBLICS OF COSTA RICA, EL SALVADOR, GUATEMALA, HONDURAS AND 
NICARAGUA, SIGNED AT WASHINGTON, SEPTEMBER 17, 1907. 

We, the representatives of the five Central American Republics, having 
met in the city of Washington at the instance of their Excellencies the 
Presidents of the United States of America and of the United Mexican 
States in order to devise the means of preserving the good relations among 



